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Roger Baker leads the strategic crop 
nutrient supply and trading team. In his 
vice president role, Baker has advanced 
relationships with domestic and 
international fertilizer suppliers and has 
led his team in maximizing the benefit of 
the CHS investment in CF Nitrogen. Roger 
strategically aligned the company’s crop 
nutrients supply chain while managing 
the business and team through historically 
challenging seasons. Prior to his current 
leadership role, Roger was responsible 
for all wheat merchandising. He also 
managed the grain marketing central 
hedge desk, central research and trade, 
and business development in Canada. 
Baker joined CHS in 1994 as procurement 
merchandiser and relocated to the CHS 
Europe office at Geneva, Switzerland, 
in August 2011, where he was vice 
president and general manager for CHS 
Europe. Baker earned a B.S. degree in 
agriculture business from Iowa State 
University at Ames.
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John Baranick graduated from Iowa 
State University with a B.S. degree in 
meteorology and a minor in agronomy. 
He has been a meteorologist with DTN 
since 2011 providing weather insights for 
clients across the aviation, transportation, 
energy, and agriculture industries 
worldwide. He is a frequent guest on 
ag media programs to discuss weather 
impacts on crops and operations both 
domestically and abroad. John’s passion 
for teaching others about how weather 
works and the impacts it can have on 
commodities, markets, and infrastructure 
shine through his daily weather briefings, 
videos, and blog articles for DTN. 
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David Grillot is the senior director of 
terminal operations at the CHS Inc. 
Myrtle Grove terminal in South Louisiana. 
David has a total of 17 years experience 
in CHS Terminal Operations with grain 
export terminals.
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Joe Lardy is a research analyst in 
the CHS Global Research group. Joe 
analyzes a broad range of data that 
could potentially affect commodity 
markets, provides forecasts and 
commentary for government-issued 
reports, and offers recommendations 
and insight to help commercial and 
producer customers make better 
decisions. Joe has more than 23 years 
of experience in the ag industry. Before 
coming to CHS in 2014, he was with 
Cargill in the Risk Management Group 
where he worked on developing trading 
strategies and marketing commodity 
insights to hedge fund customers. 
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Nelson Neale is president of CHS Hedging 
and leader of the CHS Global Research 
team, helping to drive insights and 
market intelligence across the enterprise 
and creating thought leadership in 
agriculture and agri-energy. 
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Paul has a long history of analysis and 
price forecasting of agricultural markets, 
especially grains and oilseeds. He leads 
a team of agricultural economists within 
S&P Global Commodity Insights that 
focus on grains, oilseeds, vegetable 
oils, biofuels, meats, dairy, eggs, cotton, 
feed ingredients, and crop production. 
The focus of the analysis is on 
fundamentals with an ultimate objective 
of price forecasting. The time scope 
goes from short-term to long-term 
(multiple years). Before joining S&P 
Global Commodity Insights, Paul spent 
25 years with a large multinational 
food company, finishing his career 
as head of commodity research. His 
career has been spent on both sides 
of the Atlantic, working in the U.S. and 
Switzerland. He has a bachelor’s degree 
in applied economics from Cornell 
University and a master’s degree 
in agricultural economics from the 
University of Illinois.
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Chris Pothen is vice president of CHS 
Global Grain & Processing, a division 
of CHS, the nation’s leading farmer-
owned cooperative and a global energy, 
grains and foods company. Pothen 
manages and oversees the oilseed 
product line which includes origination, 
marketing and execution of export 
canola and soybeans, domestic crush 
and byproduct sales. Pothen was 
named to his current role in 2020. Since 
joining CHS in 2004, he has served as 
a global trade coordinator for wheat 
and soybeans, head of trade for the 
Europe, Middle East and Africa region, 
and most recently vice president of CHS 
Global Grain Marketing, North America. 
Pothen serves as a board manager of 
TEMCO, LLC, a joint venture between 
CHS and Cargill. He grew up on a farm 
in Murdock, Minnesota, and graduated 
from the University of Minnesota-
Twin Cities with a degree in applied 
economics.
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Chris Short works closely with 
commercial agribusinesses to help them 
manage price risk in their operations. 
Prior to joining CHS Hedging in 2018, 
he was CEO of his own company, Short 
and Miller Marketing, where he also 
worked as a trader. His previous trading 
experience also includes 10 years with 
CSC and two years as a commodity 
merchandiser with ConAgra Trading. 
He started his career in the accounting 
department of First Trust in St. Paul. 
Short holds a bachelor’s degree in 
accounting and finance from Concordia 
University in St. Paul, Minn.
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